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REMARKS 

In response to the Final Office Action mailed August 18, 2009, Applicants respectfolly 
request rectinsideration of the claims in light of the argitments and amertdmeiits submitted herein. 
Claims 1-36 are pending in the applicafioii. Claims 10-36 are mtoawnfemconsiderattdrt. By 
way of this response^, claim 1 has been amended. Support for the amendment can he found 
tliroughQut the spedfieation and claims as filed and do not constitute new matter. 

I. Rejection iitider 35 U,S.C, § 102 

The undersigtied tlianks the Examiner tor taking the time to discuss the pending 
application. In the Oflce Action, the Ejfaminer relied on U.S. Patent No. 6,174,677 ("Vo-Dinh") 
as allegedly anticipating the claims of tlie pending application. 

As di.scussed, there are significant differences between the subject matter disclosed in Vo- 
Dirih aiid the invention disclosed in the pending application. For example, the RSPs in the present 
inventioii are optitiiized to directly bind to the target and to generate a liigh Raman signal witiiout 
the use of a label That ivS, the Raman signal detected is generated directly from the RSP, fo 
contrast, Vo-Dinli disclosed the use of a highly conjugated label that chemically binds to the target 
to allow the target to he detected, in other words, the Ramari signal is generated ft-oni the label, 
not from ii\c coj«pound itself 'i''o clarify this significant distinction between the reference cited 
and the present invention, Applicants have amended the claims to specifically recite that the 
Raman Signature Probe is "directly bound" to the target without the use of a linker molecule. 

For at least the reasons set forth herein, Applieants respectfully assert that the pending 
claims are not anticipated by Vo-Dinh and request witlidrawal of the rejection and a;llowance of 
the claims. 
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vs. AppL Serial No. 10/5644 !0 
Attorney Docket No. 30939-702,831 

CONCLUSION 

Applicants beiieve that, for the reasons explained above, the applicalioii is in condition for 
allowance aiid such action is respectfully requested. If the Examiner believes, for any reason, that 
personal comniuni cation will expedite prosecution of this application^ the Exaininer is encouraied 
to telephdhe tiie iiiidersgned at (858) 350-2319, 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: December 1 8, 2009 _ ' , „_^^, . ^ 

Aubrey riaddach. Registration No. 48,374 
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